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Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

Spurious 

Spurious,  Hearsay,  and 
Obscure  Quotations 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


'  GOOD  WARTIME  ADVICE 

Better  to  remain  silent  and  be  thought  a  fool 
than  speak  out  and  remove  all  doubt. 

— Abraham  Lincoln. 


Who  Can  Find  That  Lincoln  Said  It? 

There's  a  message  on  the  wall  in  the  Lineoln  High  School 
auditorium.  They  know  who's  responsible  for  it.  Now  they 
want  more  information. 

It  reads:  "Cling  to  Lihertv  and  Have  Faith  tn  God. 

President  Lineoln  is  credited  with  the  words.  The  assign- 
ment  is  to  pin  down  the  speech  from  which  the  quote  was  talc- 

CD 

Exhausted  librarians  will  be  delighted  when  someone  finds 
the  answer.  They've  gone  through  a  lot  of  volumes  in  vain 
trying  to  locate  the  answer. 


forelock  KLippings,  January,  1929. 


LINCOLN'S  CREED 

Do  not  keep  the  alabaster  boxes 
of  your  kindness  and  tenderness 
sealed  up  until  your  friends  are  dead. 
Fill  their  lives  with  sweetness  speak 
approving,  cheering  words  while  their 
ears  can  hear  them  and  while  their 
hearts  can  be  thrilled  and  made 
happier.  The  kind  things  you  meant 
to  say  when  they  are  dead  and  gone, 
say  before  they  go.  The  Bowers  you 
meant  to  send  for  their  coffins,  send 
now  to  brighten  and  sweeten  their 
homes  before  they  leave  them. 

If  my  friends  have  any  alabalster 
boxes  laid  away  full  of  fragrant  per- 
fumes of  sympathy,   good-will  and 
affection  which  they  intend  to  break 
over  my  dead  body,  I  would  prefer 
they  would  bring  them  out  in  my 
weary  and  troubled  hours  and  open 
them    that    I    may    be  refreshed 
cheered   and    made   better   while  1 
need  them.     1  would  rather  have  a 
plain    coffin    without    a    flower,  a 
funeral  without  an  eulogy,  than  a  lite 
I  without  the  sweetness  of  love  and 
I  good-will. 


ABRAHAH  LINCOLN  was  once  asked 
to  address  a  large  gathering  of  BOYS  and 
YOUNG  HEN. 

When  rising,  in  response  to  the  invi  = 
tation,  he  said  he  would  not  make  a  long 
address,  but  would  give  them  a  SHORT 
SERHON,  which  he  gave  as  follows  :  — 

Don't  Lie, 
Don't  Cheat, 
Don't  Steal, 
Don't  Gamble, 
Don't  Swear, 
Don't  Drink, 
Don't  Smoke, 
Don't  Chew, 
Do  Right, 
Love  God  and  Man, 
and  be  happy. 


%        ?r£»<  * 
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THE  LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


LINCOLN  ON  PIC  TAILS 


Frmn  27ie  American  Conservationist  we  get  a  new 
skill  on  tin-  philosophy  of  Abe  Lincoln.  U  seems  that 
self-appointed,  self-sufficieul  know-it-alls  were  forever 
going  to  Washington  to  tell  the  President  bow  to  run 
the  country.  On  one  occasion  an  entire  committee 
traveled  to  the  capital  to  urge  the  Presidenl  to  oust  some 
prominenl  official  and  interfere  generally  and  Lincoln 
disposed  of  them  by  telling  the  following  story: 

READ  WHAT  HE  SAID:— "I  could  never  quite 
understand  why  the  Lord  put  the  curl  in  a  pig's  tail. 
It  never  seemed  to  me  to  be  either  useful  or  ornamental,  but  I  reckon  that 
he  Almighty  knew  what  he  was  doing  when  he  put  it  there  and  as  it  is  out- 
do of  my  department,  I  have  quit  fretting  about  it  '-Abe  Lincoln. 


LJuc 


an 


amous  1^/uotaUons 
d  Rake  Sayings  of 


THEY  tell  a  great  story  down  around  Springfield,  Illinois  —  about 
Abraham  Lincoln  —  how  the  self-appointed,  self-sufficient  know-it-alls 
were  forever  going  to  Washington  to  tell  the  President  how  to  run  the  country. 
On  one  occasion  an  entire  committee  traveled  to  the  capital  to  urge  the 
President  to  oust  some  prominent  official  and  interfere  generally — and  Lincoln 
disposed  of  the  business  by  telling  the  following  story  which  has  a  mighty 
wholesome  application  in  more  than  one  executive  office. 

READ  WHAT  HE  S  A  IDi"  I  could  never  quite  un- 
derstand why  the  Lord  put  the  curl  in  a  pigs  tail. 
It  never  seemed  to  me  to  be  either  useful  or  orna- 
mental^ hut  I  reckon  that  the  Almighty  knew  what 
he  was  doing  when  he  put  it  there,  and  as  it  is  out- 
side of  my  department,  I  have  quit fretting  about  it." 
— A.  Lincoln 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


All  the  philosophers  on  record,  with  all  their  wisdom  and  with  all  their  logic, 
never  said  a  more  sensible  thing  than  that.  ^  What  a  world  of  worry  and  fool- 
ishness it  would  save  us  if  we  just  quit  bothering  about  matters  that  don't 
concern  us;  busy-bodies.  ^  What  tremendous  gain  in  time  alone  if  we  concen- 
trated on  the  business  in  hand,  kept  our  minds  on  our  own  jobs  and  gave  up 
fretting  over  the  curl  in  a  pig's  tail. 


6 A       FORT  WAYNE  NEWS-SENTINEL        8»t,  May.  21, 1983 
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LouiS  M.  Heldman  Managing  Editor 
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Gary  Graham  Assistant  Managing  Editor 


A  FRIEND  IN  NEED:  "I  desire  so  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  this  administration  that  if  at  the  end 
when  I  come  to  lay  down  the  reins  of  power,  I  have 
Tost  every  other  fnend  on  earth,  I  shall  at  least  have 
one  fnend  left,  and  that  friend  shall  be  down  inside 

°f  me •"  _  Abraham  Lincoln,  1864 


X 


I  NAVE  BEEN  DRIVEN  MANY  TIMES  TO  MY  KNEES  BY  THE 
OVERWHELMING  CONVICTION  THAT  I  HAD  NOWHERE  ELSE  TO  00. 
MY  OWN  WISDOM  AND  THAT  OF  ALL  ABOUT  ME 

SEEMED  INSUFFICIENT  FOR  THAT  DAY.-uncoln 


^  I.         WAAr^A   \AAj£lfi  (fj  <X^^vU 

LDUIS  A.  WARREN,  litt.  D. 

LINCOLN    NATIONAL  LIFE 
FDUN  DATIO  N 


FO  RT   WAYNE,  I, 
I  N  DIANA 


"I  have  never  met  or  heard  of  anyone  who  could  out-smart  honesty." 


 from  LAW's  business  card 


January  27,  1950 


Mr..J.H.  Lavson 
1846  Par^id  venue 
Concord,  CaliOo  nia 

My  dear  Mr.  Lavson: 

We  think  you  are  quite  correct  in  assuming 
that  the  statement  published  in  Tirae  Magazine,  "I 
will  go  along  with  a  nan  as  long  as  he  is  going  in 
,y  direction"  is  in  no  way  associated  with  Abraham 
Lincoln.  In  the  first  place,  itvas  not  his  way  of 
saying  tilings  and,  in  the  second  place,  he  would  not 
feel  that  way  about  it  and,  in  the  third  place,  it 
is  too  modem  an  expression  to  move  back  into  the 
Lincoln  period. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:EB  Director 


POLITICIANS  vs  STATESMEN 


•  Nothing  is  polit  :ally  right  which  is  mor- 
ally wrong. — Dani  I  O'Connell. 

•  The  three  great  ends  for  a  statesman  are, 
security  to  possessi  rs,  facility  to  acquirers  and 
liberty  and  hope  t<  the  people. — Coleridge. 

•  I  hate  all  bungli  g  as  I  do  sin,  but  particu- 
larly bunghng  in  {  alitics,  which  le^S^lo  the 
misery  andxuin  of  many  thousands  and  mil- 
lions of  peopta— C  oethe^ji*^ 

•  A  statesman,  fay  told,  should  follow  pub- 
lic opinion;  doubtl&fs^-as  a  coachmen  follows 
his  horses,  having  firm  hold  on  the  reins,  and 
guiding  them. — Hare. 

•  If  ever  this  free  people — if  this  government 
itself  is  ever  utterly  demoralized,  it  will  come 
from  this  incessant  human  wriggle  and  strug- 
gle for  office,  which  is  but  a  way  to  live  with- 
out work. — Abraham  Lincoln. 

•  If  I  had  wished  tt 
men  higher  than 


raise  up  a  race  of  states- 
Jkicians,  animated  not  by 
greed  or  selfishnfes  I,  \y  policy  or  party,  I 
would  familiarise  tl  ie  Soys  of  the  land  with 
the  characters  k>i  tl  e  bible. — John  Hall. 

•  To  let  politics  bee  ome  a  cesspool,  and  then 
avoid  it  because  it  s  a  cesspool,  is  a  double 
crime. —  No  man  sh  )uld  be  a  partisan  in  the 
sense  of  one  who  otes  for  his  party,  right 
or  wrong. — Howard  Crosby. 

•  It  is  the  misforti  ne  of  all  miscellaneous 
political  combinatic  ns,  that  with  the  purest 
motives  of  their  mo  e  generous  members  are 
ever  mixed  the  m  »st  sordid  interests  and 
the  fiercest  passion  of  mean  confederates. 
— Bulwer. 

•  It  is  curious  that  w  :  pay  statesmen  for  what 
they  say,  not  for  wha  they  do,  and  judge  them 
from  what  they  do,  i  ot  from  what  they  say. 
Hence  they  have  one  ;ode  of  maxims  for  pro- 
fessions, and  another  for  practice,  and  make 
up  their  consciences  tas  the  Neopolitans  do 
their  beds,  with  one  setof  furniture  for  show, 
and  another  for  use. — \Jolton. 
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TEL.  STILLWELL  6-3200 
47-07  PEARSON  PLACE 
LONG  ISLAND  CITY  1,  N.  Y. 

September  6,  1949 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 


Your  name  has  been  supplied  to  us  by  Mr.  John  D. 
Lippy*  Jr.,  Vice  Pres.,  Lincoln  Fellowship  of  Penna., 
as  one  who  might  help  us  out  of  our  dilemma. 

We  had  planned  to  use  the  following  quotation  on  our 
next  year!s  Lincoln  calendar: 


"In  essentials,  unity; 

in  non-essentials,  freedom; 
in  all  things,  cnarity." 


We  cannot  verify  the  authenticity  here  in  New  York 
City  and  I  am  wondering  if  you  would  be  6ood  enough 
to  let  us  know  if  we  can  use  it  and.  credit  Abraham 
Lincoln  with  same. 

Any  assistance  you  can  give  us  will  be  very  much 
appreciated  and  with  kindest  regards,  we  remain, 


Yours  very  truly, 


Robert  S.  Hall 


RSH/cp 


9,  1<>9 


Mr.  Robert  S«  Ifcill 

fc7«0?  iearsaii  Place 

long  Islftui  City,  1,  Haw  York 


My  dear  Mr»  ifell: 

X  aw  quite  ours  that  the  quotation  you  ao^u-wed 
beginning  "In  essential*,  unity;--",  eve.,  i»  not  a  Lincoln 
quotation*    It  uEporeutiy  originated,  end  I  think  I  have  often 
)K?ard  it  ueecl,  in  religious  nyuala  far  Ctarietian  uaity,  I 
cannot  feel  it  lc  In  any  w  connected  vith  Abraluaa  Lincoln. 

Very  trul,  yours ; 


L.  A.  Uorren 


Director 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Fditor 

LINCOLN  LORE 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


My  dear  Dr.  Warren 

Can  you  tell  me  when  Abraham  Lincoln  said: 

"It  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  protect 
himself  and  those  associated  with  him 
from  accidents  which  may  result  in 
injury  or  death." 

as  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  ooster? 

Miss  Dorothea  Kahn  of  THE  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR 
suggested  that  you  might  give  me  this  information. 

Thank  you. 

Sincerely  yours 


(Miss)  Renee  Peel  Brown 
Room  960 

20  North  Wacker  Drive 
Chicago,  Illinois 


C  JOXV 


January  20,  1932 

/ 


*>"iss  Renea  Feel  3rown 

P.oow  950 

20  Worth  Waeker  Drive 
Ottcago,  Illinois 

My  dear  Hies  Br  anas 

lie  quotation  need  by  the  national  Safety 
Council*  9 It  is  the  ctaty  of  every  man  to  protect  himself 
and  those  associated  with  hia  froa  accidents  which  aay 
result  in  intfcry  or  death,  ■  is  not  familiar  to  me  and  I 
doubt  seriously  whether  Abraham  Lincoln  ewer  used  these 
words.     It  does  not  sound  like  it. 

^hile  Abraham  Lincoln  did  believe  in  insur- 
ance iriasnrocn  as  he  carried  a  fire  insurance  policy,  yet 
there  is  no  evidence  that  he  carried  any  kind  of  accident 
or  life  insurance,  which  Is  the  implication  in  the  quotation 
and  it  does  not  appear  tiuit  he  would  preach  what  he  did  not 
practice. 

If  I  cone  across  a  quotation  like  this  one, 
X  shall  be  glad  to  advise  you» 

Respectfully  yours, 


lAVtim  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


It  would  appear  that  in  1840  Abraham 
Lancoln  did  not  condemn  socialistic 
doctrines  to  an  extent  at  least  and  his 
idea*  then  were  even  more  radical  than'1 ' 
soma  of  the  more  recent  statesmen, 
who  have  advocated  the  public  owner- 
whip  of  mines,  railroads  and  similar 
great  utilities,   as  the  future  solution 
of  the  industrial  problems.   It  may  be 
then  that  he  was  criticised  as  were 
they  when  he  said  soon  after  the  finan- 
cial panic  of  1837:    "If  some  tyro  in 
money  proposes  a  new  system  of  values, 
basing  his  creed  on  four  simple  articles, 
1  believe  we  will  do  well  to  adopt  it,  at 
least  until  disaster  cjmes.    It  would  be 
no  worse  than  what  is  certain  and  in- 
evitable under  our  present  system  of 
Values,  under  which  there  is  no  reason- 
able hope  of  different  results.  Sup- 
pose we  have,   First:    'Owe  no  man 
anything'   (Romans  XIII,  8);  Second: 
Ihou  shalt  not  lend  upon  usury  to  thy 
brother'    (Deuteronomy  XXIII,  19); 
Ihird:   A  fixed  value  for  a  healthy 
man's  daily  wage,  or  what  he  can  pro- 
duce, as  a  basis  on  which  to  establish  a 
unit  and  standard  of  value;  Fourth: 
1  he  lands  belong  to  the  people,  as 
much  under  God's  laws  as  the  water, 
sky,  and  light  and  earth,  and  all  that 
is  in  it."  .~  $ 


He  Will  Rise 
It  is  said  that  "all  men  are  born 
equal,"  but  the  man  of  genius  who  is 
willing  to  develop  his  talents  in  the 
proper  direction  does  not  remain  long 
on  equality  with  men  of  slothful 
habits. — Abraham  Lincoln. 


*«My  deceased  uncle,"  said  Lincoln,  "was  the  most  polite  gentleman 
fn  the  world.  He  was  making  a  trip  on  the  Mississippi  when  the  boat  sank. 
He  got  Ins  head  above  water  just  once,  took  off  his  hat,  said:  Lad.es 
and  gentlemen,  will  you  please  excuse  me?'  and  down  he  went. 


-FROM  Lincoln  Talks  (Viking  Press) 


CORONET 


\ 
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FAMOUS       QUOTATIONS       AND  RARE 


ever  m 


JUST  GO  AHE- 


L  'Pi 


S"  Somehow  there  is  a  kindliness  in  that  quote  from 
the  great  and  good  man  that  soothes  and  rests  us 
like  the  comforting  of  a  tired  child. 

S"  Sometimes  your  hard-worked,  hard-pressed  busi- 
ness man  is  quite  as  much  in  need  of  a  kindly  bit 
of  reassurance  as  tired-out  children  ever  are.  He 
may  not  know  it  —  but  he  is.  He,  too,  is  human. 

S"  Look  at  him  there  at  the  day's  end,  gray  with 
fatigue  —  worn  out  with  the  grind  of  it  all.  No 
let-up,  no  rest — only  worries — and  more  worries. 
Everything  piling  up.  Crossed  in  every  direction 
—  blocked  at  every  turn.  No  help  from  anybody. 
Who  cares?  A  hard  world  after  all — this  business 
world  of  ours. 


B   R   A   H    A   M  LINCOLN 


miMu 


COLN 


>  — 
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^And  then  the  voice  of JJncoln^ —  across 
the  years —  he,  too,  a  man  of  sorrows  and 
acquainted  with  grief — "Never  mind, 
never  mind;  just  go  ahead. " 


Here  is  a  rather  homely  way  in 
which  Lincoln  once  described  the 
manner  in  which  his  memory 
worked.  It  was  once  said  to  him 
that  his  mind  was  a  wonderful  one ; 
that  impressions  were  easily  made 
upon  it  and  never  effaced.  "  No," 
said  he,  "you  are  mistaken;  I  am 
slow  to  learn  and  slow  to  forget  that 
which  I  have  learned.  My  mind  is 
like  a  piece  of  steel  —  very  hard  to 
scratch  anything  on  it,  and  almost 
impossible,  after  you  get  it  there,  to 
rub  it  out." 


QUOTE:  ABE  LINCOLN 

"No  matter 
how  much 
cats  fight, 
there  always 
seem  to  be 
plenty  of 
kittens!' 


SEPTEMBER  1978  31 


tVod  Cod 


An  Interesting  story  is  told  by 
James  Murdoch,  the  noted  elocutionist 
of  overhearing  President  Lincoln 
praying  in  these  words.  "0  thou  G-od 
who  heard  Solomon  in  the  night,  when 
he  prayed  for  wisdom,  hear  mei  I 
cannot  lead  "this  people,  I  cannot 
&ulde  the  affairs  of  this  Nation, 
without  thy  help.    I  am  poor  and  weak 
and  sinful.    0  (k>d,  who  didst  hear 
Solomon  when  he  cried  for  wiedon, 
hear  me  and  save  this  Nation!" 


THIS  BOY  IS  AN  AMERICAN.  Abe  Lincoln's 
prayer  for  a  sick  hoy  in  a  covered  wagon,  on  his  way 
wesl  with  his  parents  to  establish  a  new  home:  "Oh 
God,  the  Father  of  all  living,  1  ask  yon  to  look  with 
gentle  mercy  upon  this  little  boy,  lying  sick  in  this 
covered  wagon.  His  people  are  traveling  far.  to  seek 
a  home  in  the  wilderness,  to  do  your  work,  God,  to 
make  this  earth  a  good  jdace  for  your  children  to 
live  in.  They  can  see  clearly  where  they're  going,  and 
they're  not  afraid  to  face  all  the  perils  that  lie  along 
the  way.  I  humbly  beg  you  not  to  take  their  child 
from  them.  Grant  him  the  freedom  of  life.  Do  not 
condemn  him  to  the  imprisonment  of  death.  Do  not 
deny  him  his  birthright.  Let  him  know  the  sight  of 
great  plains  and  high  mountains,  of  green  valleys 
and  wide  rivers.  For  this  little  boy  is  an  American 
and  these  things  belong  to  him,  and  he  to  them. 
Spare  him  that  he  too  may  strive  for  the  ideals  for 
which  his  fathers  have  labored,  so  faithfully  and  so 
long.  Spare  him  and  give  him  his  father's  strength  — 
give  us  all  strength,  Oh  God,  to  do  the  work  that  is 
before  us." 


"One  War  at  a  Time."  (V*/ 

 ERHAPS  no  single  sentence 

of  Lincoln's  had  a  more  per- 
vasive influence  than  one  of 
five  words,  uttered  at  a  time  j 
when  the  country  was  seeth- 
ing with  indignation  over  the  course 
of  the  administration  in  yielding  to 
the  demand  of  England  for  the  return 
of  the  Confederate  commissioners,  Ma- 
son and  Slidell,  taken  by  an  American 
man  of  war  from  a  British  vessel  on 
the  high  eeas,  which  demand,  though 
insolent,  was  in  accord  with  interna- 
tional law.  To  the  perspiring  patriots, 
who  were  vexing  the  air  with  clamor- 
ous protests,  the  careworn  magistrate 
1  simply  replied:  "One  war  at  a  time." 
That  calmed  the  storm.  The  country 
interpreted  his  words  to  mean:  "Be 
patient,  fellow  citizens,  and  we'll  get 
even  with  that  big  bully  later  on."  Lin- 
coln knew  human  nature. 


pointed  Out  Safe*/         ^  reV. 

erence  and  obed  lenc.  to  ^ 

1  ahead." 


The  Journal  Gazette      ♦     Wednesday,  December  28,  ,1 994 

Editorials 


Lincoln  never  spoke  alleged  quote 


On  Dec.  7,  The  Journal  Ga- 
zette ran  a  letter  headlined, 
"Were  forefathers  Christian?" 
which  included  the  following 
"quote"  by  Abraham  Lincoln: 

"The  Bible  is  not  my  book 
and  Christianity  is  not  my  reli- 
gion. I  could  never  give  assent 
to  the  long  complicated  state- 
ment of  Christian  dogma." 

My  question  is  this,  does  The 
Journal  Gazette  print  every 
piece  of  garbage  it  receives  or 
does  it  do  some  research  into 
the  letter's  validity  before  print- 
ing it? 

Well,  I  did  some  research 
about  this  so-called  quote  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  I  inquired  of 


the  Lincoln  Museum  in  Fort 
Wayne  about  this  "quote."  A 
member  of  the  museum  staff 
said:  "I  can  find  no  record  of 
any  such  statement  made  by 
Lincoln.  There  is  an  interesting 
file  on  this  particular  spurious 
quotation  —  others  have  used 
this  particular  non-quote." 

If  you  are  interested  in  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  position  about 
spiritual  matters,  consider  his 
presidential  proclamation,  "For 
a  Day  of  Humiliation,  Fasting 
and  Prayer,"  signed  by  Presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln  himself. 

ROGER  McGEE 
Fort  Wayne 


AN  INSIDER'S  VIEW  OF 

PAT  ROBERTSON'S  MINISTRY 


GERARD  THOMAS  STRAUB 


PROMETHEUS  BOOKS 

700  East  Amherst  St.,  Buffalo,  New  York  14215 
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liberty  and  even  life  itself  are  but  dreary  things.  And  let  us  refle( 
having  banished  from  our  land  that  religious  intolerance  under  wmcn 
mankind  so  long  bled,  we  have  yet  gained  little  if  we  counternance  a 
political  intolerance  as  despotic,  as  wicked,  and  capable  of  a  bitter  and 
bloody  persecutions. — Thomas  Jefferson 

During  almost  fifteen  centuries  the  legal  establishment  known  as  Chris- 
tianity has  been  on  trial,  and  what  have  been  the  fruits,  more  or  less,  in 
all  places?  These  are  the  fruits:  pride,  indolence,  ignorance  and  ar- 
rogance in  the  clergy.  Ignorance,  arrogance  and  servility  in  the  laity, 
and  in  both  clergy  and  laity,  superstition,  bigotry  and  persecution  - 
James  Madison 

I  do  not  find  in  orthodox  Christianity  one  redeeming  feature.— Thomas 
Jefferson 

The  divinity  of  Jesus  is  made  a  convenient  cover  for  absurdity.  No- 
where in  the  Gospels  do  we  find  a  precept  for  Creeds,  Confessions. 
Oaths,  Doctrines  and  whole  carloads  of  other  foolish  trumpery  that  we 
find  in  Christianity.— John  Adams 

{The  Bible  is  not  my  Book  and  Christianity  is  not  my  religion.  I  could 
never  give  assent  to  the  long  complicated  statements  of  Christian 
dogma. — Abraham  Lincoln 

As  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ...  I  think  the  system  of  Morals  and  his  Re- 
ligion, as  he  left  them  to  us,  the  best  the  World  ever  saw  or  is  likely  to 
see;  but  I  apprehend  it  has  received  various  corrupting  Changes,  and  1 
have,  with  most  of  the  present  Dissenters  in  England,  some  doubts  as  to 
his  divinity. — Benjamin  Franklin 

Jerry  Falwell  ignores  the  sentiment  from  the  pen  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  instead  loves  to  use  the  following  quotation  from  the 
author  and  publisher  of  Poor  Richard's  Almanack,  "God  surely  was  no 
idle  spectator  when  this  great  nation  was  born  in  his  name  and  with  hh 
grace."  However,  during  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  Philadelphia 
an  aging  Franklin  moved  for  daily  prayers,  "imploring  the  assistance  of 
Heaven,  and  its  blessing  on  our  deliberations,"  and  the  motion  failed! 
Why  would  Falwell  quote  a  man,  who  was,  according  to  FallweU's 
understanding,  doomed  to  hell  for  his  denial  of  the  divinity  of  Jesus' 
Jefferson  was  wrong:  religious  intolerance  has  not  been  banished  from 
our  land,  and  today's  zealots  even  try  to  rewrite  our  past  in  order  to 
support  their  vision  of  the  future. 

For  the  fundamentalist  of  today,  the  enemy  is  the  same  as  it  wai  in 
Jefferson's  time,  only  the  names  and  faces  have  changed.  Dissent  is  still 
linked  with  the  Devil.  Charles  Stanley,  former  president  of  the  South- 
ern Baptist  Convention  and  star  of  his  own  televised  church  service, 
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Telegram  or  Cable- 
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dicated by  a  suitable 
symbol  above  or  pre- 
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NEWCOMB  CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN  OP  THE  BOARD 
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DL=Day  Letter 
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LC=Deferred  Cable 
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LINCOLN  NATL  LIFE  FOUNDATION  FTWATNI  [flti* 


Illf  V/ESTERNUN I  ON  COLLECT  SOURCE  OF  LINCOLN  QUOTATION 
"THE  DUTY  OF  A  STATESMAN    IS  TO  THIS  COUNTRY  AND  THE 
PEOPLE  V.'HO    INHABIT    lT.n  = 

MILDRED  BURKE  CHICAGO  TRIBUNE  LIBRARY. 
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DEFERRED 


Patrons  should  check  class  of  service 
desired,  otherwise  the  message  mil  be 

transmitted  as  a  telegram  or 
S  ordinary  cablegram.  f 


WESTERN 
UNION 


1206-B 


K.  B.  WHITE 

PRESIDENT 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD 


J.  C.  Wl LLEVER 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


CHECK 


ACCOUNTING  INFORMATION 


TIME  FILED 


Send  the  following  message,  subject  to  the  terms  on  back  hereof,  which  are  hereby  agreed  to 


Mil  deed  Burke 

Unable  to  find  "Statesman."    See  First  Inaugural,  paragraph 
32,  first  sentence  iind  33,  lant  sentence. 

L.  A.  Warren 


Congressional  Rocord  -  House    Mardi  T  ,  1966,  p. 6971 


WHAT   PRESIDENT   A.   LINCOLN    SAID  ABOUT 
MONEY  POWER 

President  Abraham  Lincoln  made  the 
following  statement: 

The  money  power  has  established  a  more 
vicious  form  of  universal  slavery  over  the 
American  people  than  ever  was  established 
over  the  American  Negro. 


5j  rr<J^5 


MEN'S  GARDEN  CLUBS  of  ILLINOIS 


MEN'S  GARDEN  CLUBS  of  AMERICA 


Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 

Fort  Wayne, 

Indiana 

Dear  Sira: 

I  should  be  deeply  grateful  if  you  can  inform  me 
if  the  enclosed  quotation  is  taken  from  the  sayings 
or  writings  of  President  Lincoln. 


A  SECTION  OF 


OFFICE   OF  THE 


A  T 


November  30,1943. 


Yours  sincerely, 


Stanley  W.  Porter, 

President,  Ken's  Garden  Clubs  of  Illinois, 
500  Arlington  Avenue, 
Elgin,  Illinois. 


Mr.  Abraham  Lincoln  ^aid  in  1864  - 

«l*e  most  -aluable  art  in  view  of  our  continually 
increasing  population  will,  in  the  near 
be  the  art  of  deriving  aubaistence  from  the  smallest 
amount  of  soil.    A  community  whose  every  citizen 
has  this  art  developed  to  a  high  degree  will  be 
forever  free  from  depression  and  oppression  Ox 
crown  kings  and  industrial  kings". 


December  7,  19*»3 


Mr.  Stanley  V.  Porter,  President 
Men's  Garden  Clubs  of  Illinois 
500  Arlington  Avenue 
Elgin,  Illinois 


Deer  Mr.  Porter: 


I  regret  exceedingly  I  cannot  be  of  help  to  you  in 
locating  the  quotation  vhlch  you  enclosed  beginning  ^The  most 
valuable  art  In  view,  etc.\    It  does  not  appear  to  me  as  If 
the  diction  Is  the  diction  of  Lincoln.    It  all  sounds  more 
modern.    I  would  rather  think  It  was  a  quotation  written  during 
the  depression  In  193*»  Instead  of  l86*t. 

The  "Industrial  King"  reference,  I  believe,  would 
eliminate  It  and  I  fear  the  Increase  In  population  In  Lincoln  a 
day  did  not  call  for  any  such  comment  although  he  did  recommend 
using  less  land  and  more  Intense  cultivation  of  It. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  copy  of  a  bulletin 
which  gives  some  excerpts  from  his  Milwaukee  address  which  was 
the  only  time  I  believe  he  gave  himself  quite  fully  to  dis- 
cussing the  agricultural  aspect  of 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAV :  JT 


Director 


OLD  KENTUCKY 

IS  HEARD  FROM 


Quite  an  interesting  story  was 
related  in  The  Commoner  office 
last  week  when  M.  O.  Erwin 
took  the  writer  back  across  the 
span  of  years  to  the  beginning 
of  his  boyhood  days  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Erwin  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Kentucky  near  the  place  where 
Abe  Lincoln's  family  resided, 
and  Mr.  Erwin 'b  parents  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  Linc- 
olns  and  Hanks. 

During  the  course  of  the  story, 


Mr.  Erwin  referred  to  his  father 
who  had  heard  the  immortal 
Lincoln  say  that  "The  slaves  had 
souls"  and  "The  next  fight  will 
be  between  Capital  and  Labor, 
and  Labor  would  have  to  carry 
the  yoke." 

Mr.  Erwin,  when  but  a  boy  of 
nine  yeara,  immigrated  with  his 
parents,  who  traveled  by  covered 
wagon,  to  northwest  Missouri, 
where  they  arrived  at  the  home 
of  a  relative  on  April  21,  1867. 

The  Erwins  resided  in  Mis- 
souri and  it  was  there  the  father 
and  mother  passed  away.    In  the 


/  Thb  Commoni 


year  of  1880  be  married  and  took 
up  the  trail  for  Iowa,  where  they 
remained  for  three  years,  and 
then  in  a  wagon  came  to  the 
BLack  Hills. 

The  family  located  on  a  iarm 
near  Hermosa  where  they  resided 
for  several  years.  The  land,  said 
Mr.  Erwin,  was  broken  by  ox- 
en, and  they  used  that  means  of 
transportation  to  go  to  church 
and  Sunday  school,  and  such  cel- 
ebrations as  the  Fourth  of  July, 
etc. 

Mr.  Erwin's  father  was  a  Un- 
ion soldier  and  they  have  always 
been  affiliated  with  the  republican 
political  party.  Mr.  Erwin  is  78 
years  old  and  has  spent  several 
years,  as  a  resident  of  Rapid  City, 
where  he  has  watched  with  keen 
interest  the  gradual  improve- 
ments, growing  as  it  has  from  a 
mere  "cow  town"  to  the  metropo- 
lis it  isi  today. 

Mr.  Erwin  has  a  keen  memory 
and  vividly  recalls  many  inter- 
esting episodes  of  boyhood  days 
in  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  not 
forgetting  to  comment  on  the 
rapid  development  of  living  con- 
ditions. 


GENERAL 


ELECTRIC 


COMPANY 


GENERAL  OFFICE  SCHENECTADY,  N.  Y. 


i  River  Road 
Schenectady  5,  N.  Y. 

June  8,  1950 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  dear  Dr.  Warren: 

We  have  been  asked  to  check  another  statement  alleged 
to  have  been  made  by  Abraham  Lincoln  and  so  far,  we  have  had 
no  success  with  the  various  tools  at  our  disposal.    We  have 
carefully  consulted  about  a  dozen  well-known  quotation  books 
under  several  "catch"  words  and  have  also  scanned  very  thor- 
oughly each  page  of  the  new  book,  "The  Lincoln  Encyclopedia" 
by  A.  H.  Shaw.     In  addition  to  this  we  have  also  called  on 
the  services  of  our  public  library  Thich  presumably  consulted 
the  works  of  Nicolas  and  Hay  and  Carl  Sandburg  —  as  well 
as  other  tools  of  reference  that  they  possess.    This  leads 
me  to  wonder  whether  what  we  are  seeking  may  be  another  spur- 
ious Lincoln  reference. 

The  statement  as  given  to  us  is: 


I  would  greatly  appreciate  it,  Dr.  Warren,  if  without 
going  to  too  much  troublej  you  could  consult  your  exhaustive 
files  on  President  Lincoln  to  see  whether  any  record  exists 
of  his  having  made  such  a  statement. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  usual  cooperation,  I 

am 


"There  is  no  limit  to  the  contribution  a  man  can 
make  if  he  doesnft  care  who  gets  the  credit." 


Very 


truly  yours, 


Wm.  F.  Jacob :fb 


V 


S.  M.  SCOTT,  Jr.,  President  C.  W.  COLLINS.  Vice  President  ROY  B.  COOK.  Secretary 

TERBAALTWW  a  PARKERSBURO.  W.  VA.  CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


West  Virginia  Board  of  Pharmacy 


FRED  C.  ALLEN  /Om^«£g\  J-  LOU1S  HAWKINS 

MARLINTON,    W.   VA.  V^*5r5^£?>'  HUNTINGTON,  W.  VA 


Charleston,  w.  Va. 

March  24,  193B. 


Dear  Doctor  Warren:- 

Soine  days  ago  Dean  Little,  of  Rutgers,  asked  me 
about  a  Lincoln  letter.  It  was  said  that  some  one  asked  Lincoln 
for  a  recommendation.  He  wrote  something  like  this? 

Dear  Mr.  Jgnes.-This  will  introduce  Mr.  Jones,  a  hoy 
who  is  in  search  of  a  position.    If,  it  so  harroens  that 
you  are  in  need  of  thi«  kind  of  a  hoy  then  he  is  .just 
the  boy  for  whom  you  are  looking.    A.  Lincoln. 

At  the  moment  I  thought  I  had  a  small  book  with  a 
letter  in  it  like  this    but  cannot  now  locate  it.    Do  you  recall 
such  a  letter  and  if, so,  where  could  I  locate  a  cony? 

We  are  still  having  trouble  down  here  about  the 
birthplace    of  Nancy  Hanks.  * 

Faithfully) 


inf  Cook. 


March  31,  1937 


Mr.  Hoy  Bird  Cook,  Secretary 

est  Virginia  Board  of  Pharmacy 
Charleston,  West  Virginia 

Dear  Mr.  CookJ 

Tour  query  abo  X  the  letter  Lincoln  is  said  t  hava 
written  to  a  .an  #10  had  need  of  the  e^plr-ynent  of  &  hoy  sound 
v-.ry  familiar  to  me,  y?t  I  cannot  see:  to  locate  the  original 
letter, 

I  am  going  to  keep  looking,  however,  as  tiraa  oenaits 
and  hope  to  he  able  to  discover  it  soraewher©,, 

Last  sumwer  I  spent  sojos  t  .ae  in  Virginia  and  also 
recently  cane  from  Richmond  where  I  did  some  work  in  the  Court 
records  there  and  I  am  more  firmly  convinced  than  ever  that 
Hancy  Hanks,  the  nether  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  -was  not  horn  in 

est  Virginia,  neither  do  I  believe  her  mother  or  her  father 
ever  lived  in  that  State  or  in  that  section  of  Virginia  ahich 
now  be co tie  Wast  Virginia, 

v*r£  truly  yours. 


LAW :  ;3B 


Director 
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R.     D.  PACKARD 

2576  Ashton  Road 
Cleveland  Heights,  0» 

May  17,  1943 


Dr»  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind» 


Dear  Dr»  "Barren: 


Do  you  recognise  the  following  as  a  quotation  from 
Lincoln  and  if  so,  can  you  tell  me  where  I  may  find 
it  in  his  works:  A  1 

"You  oan,t  escape  the  responsibility  of  tomorrow 
by  evading  it  today 

Sine 


RDPaokard/ 

mo 


May  20,  19*3 


Mr.  R.  D.  Backard 
2576  Ashton  Eoed 
Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio 

My  dear  Mr.  Packard: 

With  respect  to  the  quotation,  "You  can't 
eeeape  the  responsibility  of  tomorrow  by  evading  it 
today."   While  it  sounds  much  like  Lincoln,  I  do 
not  recall  to  ever  hare  come  across  it  and  it  is 
not  in  our  quotation  file. 

We  will  keep  on  the  lookout  for  some  such 
sentiment,  however,  and  if  we  are  successful  in 
finding  it  ws  will  advise  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW: CPS  Director 
L  *A  .Warren 


Probably  no  man  in  American  public  life  was 
ever  so  criticized  as  was  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Once,  the  story  goes,  the  whole  country  got  excited. 


LOSE  YOV 


Copyright  1951  A.  C.  C. 


HERE    IS    WHAT    HE  SAID: 

"You  talk  about  the  lessons  of  history.  Well,  I  do  not  profess  to  be 
posted  in  history.  All  I  know  about  the  case  of  Charles  the  First 
is  that  he  lost  his  head,  and  that's  serious.  Don't  lose  your  head." 

A .  LINCOLN 


FAMOUS  QUOTATIONS 


AND     RARE     SAYINGS  BY 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


int 


L  HEAD 


The  great  point  about  Lincoln's  sayings  and 
stories  was  that  they  went  straight  to  the  root 
of  the  matter  and  settled  the  whole  question 
right  there  and  then.  Once  he  said  his  say  in  his 
own  quaint  homely  fashion,  the  rest  of  them 
quietly  folded  up  and  took  their  departure. 

•  Like  the  Bible,  he  taught  with  parables  and 
stories  —  it  was  impossible  to  escape  or  evade 
the  point.  He  nailed  it  down  once  for  all. 


•  Imagine  a  self-constituted  committee  "all  het 
up"  and  pawing  the  air  and  quoting  history  at 
him  —  and  then  his  words  as  above.  He  settled 
it  completely. 

•  There  wasn't  anything  left  to  be  said. 

•  He  said  it  all. 

•  And  it  is  serious  to  lose  our  heads.  "Don't 
lose  your  head." 


6    lw  v 


K 


b  j'\  \  A 


v  a 


SATURDAY  AFTERNOON.  JAN.  30,  1883. 


President  Lincoln  is  said  to  have  once  re- 
plied to  a  question  early  in  the  war  as  to  how 
the  Union  reverses  affected  him,  by  the  re- 
mark :  "  I  feel  very  much  like  a  great  stalwart 
Illinois  neighbor  of  mine  who  was  out  logging 
in  his  bare  feet.  A  log  rolled  over  and  crushed 
one  of  his  big  toes  before  he  could  escape.  All 
drawn  up  with  pain,  he  replied  to  a  question  of 
how  he  was  with :  ' '  Well,  I  'm  too  big  to  cry, 
but  it  hurts  too  bad  to  laugh." 


